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illegitimate son was called the Duke of Mon-
mouth. He had no particular religion, but he
took up the Protestant cause with violence,
and naturally enough, as it was his best chance
of getting rid of his uncle, James II, and of
capturing the throne for himself. He gave it
out that Charles II had married his mother.
A very large number of the more intense anti-
Catholics in the country believed this legend,
and a still larger number were prepared to
let it pass for truth so that they might have
a Protestant champion immediately at hand
against the reigning Catholic king. But when
Monmouth's rebellion had been put down, and
Monmouth himself executed, there remained
even for those who believed that Monmouth
had been legitimate, no leader of the Protestant
cause, no one whom they could regard as a
possible substitute for James II, except his
daughter Mary, and her husband, James' son-in-
law, William of Orange.
The whole thing was mixed up with the
now determined policy of the rich English
families to take over the government of the
country, and in their own selfish interests to
destroy what was left of power in the crown.
There was not much left of such power. The
crown had become the puppet of the wealthy
landed classes in England, who assumed the